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Concept and Development of Limboo Folklore Literature Study 
 
The Limboo people, also known as Limbu or Yakthung, are an indigenous 
community mainly living in eastern Nepal, Sikkim, and parts of West Bengal 
like Darjeeling and Kalimpong. They have a rich and beautiful culture filled 
with traditional stories, songs, dances, and rituals. These are known as 
folklore, and they are passed down from one generation to another by 
speaking and listening. This is why it is called oral literature. 
 
Folklore includes many different forms like myths, legends, folktales, songs, 
proverbs, dances, and rituals. It reflects the history, values, and identity of 
the Limboo people. For a long time, this knowledge was not written down but 
was shared during community events, family gatherings, and ceremonies. 
This note will explain what Limboo folklore literature is, why it is important, 
how its study has developed, what challenges it faces, and how we can all 
help preserve it. 
 
What is a Concept? 
A concept is a basic idea or understanding. When we say the "concept of 
Limboo folklore literature study," we mean the idea of learning, collecting, 
and preserving the stories, songs, and customs of the Limboo people. It also 
means how this study has improved over time, how people are working to 
protect it, and how students and communities can take part in it. 
 
Introduction to Limboo Folklore Literature 
Limboo folklore is a big part of Limboo culture. It includes: 
 
❖ Stories passed on orally from elders 

 
❖ Folk songs sung during festivals and special occasions 

 
❖ Myths and legends about gods, spirits, and the creation of the world 

 
❖ Proverbs or wise sayings 

 
❖ Traditional dances and rituals 



 
This folklore is not just for fun—it teaches lessons, shares history, and helps 
people feel proud of their identity. Since it was passed down by word of 
mouth, many parts of Limboo folklore are still not written down, which is why 
it is very important to study and document them. 
 
Why Study Limboo Folklore Literature? 
Studying Limboo folklore helps in many ways: 
 
❖ It preserves the culture and traditions of the Limboo people. 

 
❖ It helps us understand their beliefs, values, and way of life. 

 
❖ It teaches moral lessons, such as honesty, courage, and respect. 

 
❖ It protects the Limboo language, which is closely connected to 

folklore. 
 
❖ It gives us new knowledge about indigenous communities. 

 
❖ It keeps the identity of the Limboo people alive for future generations. 

 
Without study and documentation, many of these valuable stories and 
traditions may disappear forever. 
 
Features of Limboo Folklore Literature 
Here are some important features of Limboo folklore: 
 
Oral Tradition: It is not written but shared through speech. 
 
Community-Based: It is shared during festivals, family events, and rituals. 
 
Spiritual and Nature Connection: Many stories involve gods, nature, and 
spirits. 
 
Moral Teaching: Stories often have lessons about good behaviour and life 
values. 
 
Fun and Learning Together: Folklore is both entertaining and educational. 
 
Types of Limboo Folklore 
There are different forms of Limboo folklore: 
 



Myths and Legends: These are ancient stories about the creation of the 
world, gods, and the ancestors of the Limboo people. They explain where the 
people came from and how the world was made. 
 
Folktales: These are stories told for fun and teaching. They include heroes, 
animals, or spirits and always have a message. Children learn values like 
bravery, kindness, and honesty from them. 
 
Folk Songs: Songs like Hakpare and Palam are sung during weddings, 
festivals, and religious events. They express emotions, history, and beliefs. 
 
Proverbs and Sayings: These are short, wise phrases that teach life lessons. 
Example: "The river that flows slowly, flows deep." 
 
Folk Dances and Rituals: Dances like Yalakma (also called the Chasok 
Tangnam dance) are performed during harvest festivals. Rituals are led by 
traditional priests like Phedangma, Samba, or Yeba/Yema. 
 
Concept of Studying Limboo Folklore Literature 
The concept of studying Limboo folklore means understanding that folklore 
is important knowledge. It is about collecting stories and songs, preserving 
them by writing or recording, and sharing them with others so that the 
traditions do not disappear. 
 
The goals of this study include: 
 
❖ Preserving oral stories 

 
❖ Documenting them in books and digital forms 

 
❖ Translating them into other languages 

 
❖ Researching the meaning behind the stories 

 
❖ Promoting the Limboo language and identity 

 
Development of Limboo Folklore Literature Study 
Over the years, many efforts have been made to develop the study of Limboo 
folklore. These include: 
 
Documentation: Elders, writers, and researchers are collecting stories, 
songs, and rituals to save them for the future. 
 



Translation: Folklore is being translated into languages like Nepali and 
English so that more people can read and understand it. 
 
Academic Research: Schools and universities are encouraging students to 
write theses and research papers about Limboo folklore. 
 
Cultural Events: Cultural programs, competitions, and festivals are 
organized to promote Limboo dances, music, and storytelling. 
 
Media Use: Folklore is now shared on social media, radio, TV, and YouTube. 
 
School Curriculum: Some schools include Limboo language and culture in 
their teaching so that children learn it from an early age. 
 
Challenges in Preserving Limboo Folklore 
Even though progress is being made, there are still many challenges: 
 
Modernization and Urban Life: Young people are more interested in 
technology, smartphones, and modern entertainment, so they forget 
traditional stories and songs. 
 
Migration: People move to cities or other countries and lose touch with their 
roots. 
 
Lack of Documentation: Many stories are still not recorded, and once the 
elders pass away, these stories may be lost. 
 
Language Loss: If young people stop speaking the Limboo language, it 
becomes harder to share folklore. 
 
Global Culture Influence: Western music, TV, and movies are replacing 
local traditions. 
 
 
Role of Students in Preserving Limboo Folklore 
Students play a very important role in preserving and promoting Limboo 
folklore. Here’s what you can do: 
 
❖ Talk to elders and ask them to share old stories and songs. 

 
❖ Record stories or songs using your phone or write them down in a 

notebook. 
 



❖ Learn and speak the Limboo language with family and friends. 
 
❖ Join cultural events like dance, singing, or storytelling programs. 

 
❖ Write stories, essays, or poems based on folklore and share them in 

school or on social media. 
 
❖ Create awareness among friends and classmates about the 

importance of folklore. 
 
By doing these simple things, students can keep Limboo culture strong and 
alive. 
 
Conclusion 
The concept and development of Limboo folklore literature study is about 
realizing how important folklore is to the Limboo identity, history, and 
culture. It is about protecting these oral traditions through learning, 
recording, and sharing. Folklore is not just old stories—it is a living tradition 
that carries the wisdom and values of the community. 
 
As the world becomes more modern, it is even more important to hold on to 
traditional knowledge. Limboo folklore connects the present with the past 
and teaches us lessons for the future. Through education, cultural activities, 
and simple efforts by students and communities, we can keep this beautiful 
heritage alive. 
 
Let us all work together to celebrate, protect, and pass on the rich and 
meaningful folklore of the Limboo people. 
 


